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were able to buy houses for their fami-
lies, put their kids through school, and
earn a ticket to the middle class.

That is the way it is supposed to be
in this country. If you work hard and
play by the rules, you ought to be able
to have a stable life, a comfortable re-
tirement, and provide opportunity to
your children.

We all know that has gotten harder.
That American Dream of economic mo-
bility has broken down for many fami-
lies, and it was never fully afforded to
others to begin with. There are a lot of
statistics to back this up, but the
Rhode Islanders I talk to don’t want to
see data. They feel it in their gut. They
know that they are working harder and
harder, but they feel that middle-class
lifestyle slipping further out of reach.

This has to change. As a Representa-
tive for Rhode Island’s Second District,
I am determined to restore the promise
of the American Dream so that every-
one who is willing to do the right thing
and work hard can get ahead.

That starts by going to bat for work-
ing people against the powerful inter-
ests and their well-funded lobbyists
who stand in the way of better wages,
better benefits, and good-paying jobs.
We must fight for the right to organize
because you cannot have a broad mid-
dle class without healthy labor unions.
We have to take on Big 0Oil and Big
Pharma, which are keeping record prof-
its for themselves while overcharging
Rhode Islanders at the gas pump and at
the pharmacy.

We have to invest in childcare and
universal preschool because no child’s
future should be limited by whether or
not their parents have a lot of money.

I will advocate for vocational train-
ing and apprenticeships so that we
have more people, like my Grandpa
Bob, who can make a living by making
things in this country.

I will partner with anyone on either
side of the aisle to bring back more
manufacturing jobs and transition to a
clean energy economy.

I will always fight to defend the free-
doms and democratic ideals that make
us the greatest nation on Earth.

This is my commitment to the people
of Rhode Island. There is no question
we have a lot of work ahead of us, but
together, I am confident that we can
deliver real change to Washington so
that all Rhode Islanders and all work-
ing Americans can have the oppor-
tunity to succeed.

——
O 1045
CONDEMNING SOCIALISM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CLINE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to stand in support of the House con-
current resolution to denounce social-
ism in all its forms.

For decades, the embrace of socialist
ideas around the world has led to evil
regimes denying their people of their
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fundamental human rights and sub-
jecting them to imprisonment and
abuse.

Countless Cubans, Venezuelans, Rus-
sians, Chinese, Cambodians, and Kore-
ans have escaped from murderous re-
gimes to come live a better life in
America. They are all a true testament
to the promise of the American Dream
and the hope of prosperity.

These survivors are members of our
family, our friends, and our neighbors,
like Pablo Cuevas from Rockingham
County.

Born and raised in Cuba, Pablo
worked on his parents’ farm, which was
apparently dispossessed by the Marx-
ists. Pablo fled Cuba in 1958 during the
Cuban Revolution and resettled here in
America. He served on the Rockingham
County Board of Supervisors in my dis-
trict for 30 years and continues to be a
leader in our community.

Mr. Speaker, socialism has led to
painful human tragedies such as star-
vation, torture, and mass murder, tak-
ing more than 100 million lives around
the world.

As oppressive and violent regimes
still exist today, this resolution reaf-
firms our support for freedom, democ-
racy, and human rights. May we always
ensure that dangerous socialist, un-
American policies are never brought to
pass here in our great country.

WOODSTOCK FIRE DEPARTMENT CELEBRATING

200TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize the 200th anniversary of the
all-volunteer Woodstock Fire Depart-
ment.

Tracing its history back to 1823, the
department has served the Shenandoah
Valley as one of the oldest departments
in the Commonwealth and the Nation.

Today, the department has 40 active
volunteers who selflessly risk their
lives every day to ensure the safety of
their neighbors and the preservation of
the community.

The department is led by Captain
Zach Hottel, a third-generation volun-
teer himself, and truly represents the
spirit of service. Captain Hottel and
the volunteers’ dedication to serving
others, who are sometimes experi-
encing the unimaginable, defines what
it means to serve your neighbor. It is
an example we should all strive to fol-
low every day.

The Woodstock Fire Department is
commemorating its founding of Feb-
ruary 8, 1823, with a bicentennial birth-
day bash at the Woodstock fire station.

Congratulations again to the Wood-
stock Fire Department on this incred-
ible milestone. I wish them another 200
years of success in serving the people
of the Shenandoah Valley.

———
TOP ISSUES IMPACTING OREGON
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from

Oregon (Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER) for 5

minutes.

Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise to discuss the top issues im-
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pacting Oregon and the Fifth District
that we have to address in the 118th
Congress.

We need to get our economy back on
track, secure the border, support safe
immigration, and reduce homelessness
and drug overdoses.

A report from the National Drug
Helpline ranked Oregon worst in the
Nation for drug problems. Oregon is
number one in drug use, but number 50
in drug treatment.

This crisis in Oregon starts at our
southern border and is exacerbated by
the lack of leadership, including the
lack of commonsense security meas-
ures that have allowed dangerous drugs
like fentanyl to enter our commu-
nities.

I frequently hear from moms and
families who are begging their leaders
to please pay attention to this fentanyl
crisis. The drug cartels have insisted
on taking our children from us.

We have also seen an increase in vio-
lent crime. Mr. Speaker, 2022 was the
deadliest year in Portland metro his-
tory with over 100 homicides. We are
already on track to break that record
this year, a record that we should
never want to break.

Rising crime rates have forced busi-
nesses to close their doors, further
weakening our economy. We have seen
businesses leave the metro area for
suburbia or leave the State altogether.

Tackling the drug crisis will, in turn,
begin to help Oregon’s homelessness
crisis. Oregon had at least 18,000 home-
less people living on the streets every
day in 2022.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues across the aisle
to address these issues in the 118th
Congress.

HONORING THE LIFE OF LOWELL MILES

Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to say the name of a gen-
tleman I heard passed from Happy Val-
ley, Oregon. He was a pillar of the com-
munity, and I want the families back
home to know that we will miss Lowell
Miles from Miles Fiberglass.

He was a pillar of the community,
not only in Happy Valley, Oregon,
where I reside, but in Clackamas Coun-
ty.
Mr. Speaker, the family has my sup-
port here in Washington, D.C., and I
look forward to coming home this
weekend and paying my respects.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 49
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. BICE) at noon.
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